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Travel Grant Opportunity
Rural Energy Conference
Westmark Hotel - Fairbanks, AK
October 27-29, 2026

Pre-conference — October 26, 2026
Post-conference — October 29-30, 2026

Who should attend? The conference is designed for those who plan, operate, maintain, finance, regulate, or
support rural energy systems—including utility operators and managers, powerhouse and tank farm operators,
community and Tribal leaders, utility board members, engineers, policymakers, regulators, technical assistance
providers, researchers, funders, and industry partners. Travel-grant priority will be given to rural utility
representatives and rural energy leaders.

Whatwill you learn? Attendeeswill learn practical strategies forimproving utility operations, reliability, resilience,
and long-term financial sustainability. Sessions will feature real-world Alaska projects and cover topics such as
diesel powerhouse operations, renewable energy and storage, bulk fuel systems, heat recovery, utility finance and
rates, asset management, cybersecurity, workforce development, project planning, funding opportunities, and
emerging technologies for remote communities.

Why should you attend? The conference offers avaluable opportunity to bring practical knowledge and resources
home to your community, learndirectly from otherrural utilities, and connect face-to-face with technical experts,
funders, government agencies, and industry partners. Attendees can share experiences with peers facing similar
challenges, identify potential partners and funding opportunities, and explore solutions that can improve energy
affordability, reliability, and security in their communities.

Travel grantees may receive reimbursementfor up to 100% of eligible expenses, subject to funding availability.
In select circumstances, travel expenses may be covered upfront through the travel grant rather than through
reimbursement. Eligible expenses may include travel to and from Fairbanks, lodging, and conference registration.
Representativesfrom all rural communities are welcome to apply, with priority given to rural utility representatives
and rural energy leaders. Funding is limited.

Please email your application and signed agreement form
NO LATER THAN:
4:00 PM Wednesday, September 16, 2026
TO: Alaska Municipal League
c/o Justin Schuster
Justin@akml.org
907-586-1325
Determinations will be made upon receipt of the completed paperwork package.



mailto:Justin@akml.org

How does a grantee apply? Complete the following application and Travel Grant Agreement and email the
completed forms to Justin Schuster at justin@akml.org. Unless AML has approved an alternative arrangement in
advance, recipients must pay their travel expenses upfront and submit receipts for reimbursement after the
conference. In select circumstances, AML may arrange to cover approved expenses upfront. Applicants will be
notified of their award status by September 18, 2026.

Additional Participation Requirements: Depending on the source of travel funding, grant recipients may be
requiredto attend designated supplemental meetings, workshops, or other activities held in conjunction with the
conference. Any additional participationrequirements willbe communicatedtorecipientsinadvance and must be
completed to remain eligible for reimbursement.

Additional information related to the conference can be found at: https://akruralenergy.org/

Name (First and Last):

Community:
Organization:

Title:

Billing Address:

City/State/Zip:

Phone:

Email:

What dates do you intend to be in
Fairbanks?

What is the approximate cost of
round-trip airfare to/from Fairbanks?
Do you have access to any
additional sources of travel funding
or travel-related grants?
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Rural Energy Conference 2026
Travel Grant Agreement
with Alaska Municipal League

As arecipient of the Rural Energy Conference Travel Grant, [/We hereby agree to the following:

e The community or individual will pay for up-front travel expenses, but with the understanding that the
Alaska Municipal League willreimburse the entity or person paying the travel expenses for an agreed-upon
portion of the travel expenses. In select circumstances, travel expenses may be covered upfront through
the travel grant rather than through reimbursement. This grant is subject to the availability of funds
committed by the Alaska Municipal League for travel grants.

e No later than November 30, 2026, the individual or organization requesting reimbursement must submit
copies of all receipts, the traveler’s name, the name and mailing address of the individual or organization
that paid the expenses, and an itemized summary of the expenses being claimed. Reimbursement may
take up to four weeks after AML receives a complete reimbursement request.

e The participant must provide all information requested by Alaska Municipal League and must attend all
required conference sessions and activities. Toaccount for the attendance, the participant will be required
to checkin upon entry at the meeting (sign in located at the registration desk). The record keeping process
will assist the Travel Grant program manager meet the reporting requirements of the program.

e |tisunderstood that this grant agreement may become null and void if the participant leaves the meeting
without participation. As aresult, the loss of the travel grant would mean that the community or individual
is responsible for all ticket expenses and is not entitled to any reimbursements from this program.

e [tisunderstood thisisnot a guarantee of payment. In the unlikely event Alaska Municipal League is unable
to receive the funds expected, reimbursements may be delayed or unavailable.

STATEMENT OF UNDERSTANDING:
By signing below, | hereby understand and agree to all the points referenced in this Meeting Travel Grant
Agreement.

SIGNED:

Name (print)

Title Organization

Signature Date
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